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This abstract summarises the DAV professional standard of practice „Gutachten zu Wahl-

tarifen in der GKV vor dem Hintergrund des § 53 Abs. 9 SGB V“ which underwent the DAV 

Due Process for the Adoption of Professional Standards of Practice and was approved by the 

DAV Executive Board on 27 June 2019. The complete publication (in German language) is 

available here. 

Actuarial Report on Optional Coverage in Statutory Health Insurance Accord-

ing to § 53 Sentence 9 of the German Code of Social Law 

The providers of compulsory health insurance are obliged to offer some additional optional 

products. Additionally they may offer non-obligatory optional coverages. 

German law (§ 53 Abs. 9 SGB V) requires an actuary to certify tri-annually that these op-

tional coverage are profitable, i.e. the economic benefits for the insurer cover the additional 

service provided plus costs for the insurer. 

The first part this professional standard of practice describes the optional coverages that 

either need to be offered or may be offered by compulsory health insurers. 

We present the regulatory requirements that determine the requirements for the profitability 

of optional coverages because these are an important basis for the work of the certifying 

actuary. 

In the main part, we describe the methods that the actuary can apply to determine whether 

a product fulfils the regulatory requirements with regard to the profitability of optional cov-

erages. As the actuarial report has a back-looking as well as forward-looking component, 

we also cover the examination of forward-looking methods that can be used for the pricing 

of those products. 

 

The German Association of Actuaries (Deutsche Aktuarvereinigung or DAV) is the profes-

sional body representing actuaries and Appointed Actuaries in Germany. It creates the un-

derlying conditions enabling its members to practice their profession properly and in a tech-

nically sound manner as well as engaging in constant dialogue with all relevant national and 

international institutions. 

Professional standards of practice are DAV publications that – together with the rules of 

professional conduct – set out the fundamental principles for the correct practice of actuarial 

activities. Professional standards of practice are characterised by their  

• treatment of specialist actuarial issues, 

• fundamental significance and practical relevance for actuaries, 

• professional legitimisation through a implementation process that allows all actuaries to 

be involved in such implementation,  

• correct application, with members being professionally safeguarded by a disciplinary pro-

cess. 

The professional standard of practice „Gutachten zu Wahltarifen in der GKV vor dem Hinter-

grund des § 53 Abs. 9 SGB V“ is an advisory note. Advisory notes are professional standards, 

• that are to be taken into account in actuarial considerations, the application of which can 

be freely decided upon in individual cases, however, within the framework of the code of 

conduct, and  

• which only consist of basic knowledge 

• on specific individual questions. 

https://aktuar.de/unsere-themen/fachgrundsaetze-oeffentlich/2019-06-27_DAV-Hinweis_Gutachten-zu-Wahltarifen.pdf

